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have actomplished. and [ offer them my
very best wishes that they may occupy
the Treasury hench for wany years to snme.

MR. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [3.53]: 1
formally second the motion moved by the
member for Forrest.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitehel).

debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (lion. ['. Collier--
Boulder) [3.34]: T move—

That the House ot its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next, at 4.30 p-m.

Question put and passed.

House udjonrned at 3.55 pam.

Acgtslative  Council,
Tuesday, 0th July, 1929,

Patit

Queations © Raflway, Lake Grace Karl'zarin i2
Stock tmnsmrt - . 12
Addres in reply, second rlay 12

The PRESIDENT touk the Chair at 4.9
i, and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, LAKE GRACE-
KARLGARIN.

Hon, J. CORNELL asked the Chiel Ses-
retary: 1, 1las any definite date been fiseid
for commencing the construe tion of the
Lake Grace-Karlgavin railway? 2, Pend-
ing completion of this railway, will Facili-
ties for stacking wheat along the propesed
route be provided tor the coming harvest?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No, for the reason that the route has not
been surveyed. This will be commmenced
within the next two or three weeks. 2, The
matter will receive consideration.

QUESTION—STOCK TRANSPORT.
BRUCE ROCK TO MIDLAND
JUNCTION.

Hon. 11, J. YELLAXND asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What is the scheduled tiume of
trausit of steek rom Bruee Koek Lo Mid-
land Junction abattoirs? 2 llow long are
the stovk in the trocks before leaving Bruee
Roek! 3, What ave the reported losses of
stock on these trains during this balt-year?
4, Ts he aware that motor transit of sheep
to the abattoirs has been successfully car-
ried out, and ix likely to prove a serious
competitor to the railwavs? 3, Will the
{tovernment take steps to shorten the perind
oceupied in transit?

The CHIER SECRETARY veplied: 7,
22 hours 17 minutes. 2, Approximately 10
hours. 3, No information is available in
this connection. 4, Yes, but so far only
in isolated instances. The matter is being
watehed by the Depurtment. 5, Provided
the growers along the line combine to send
their stock to Midland once » month or at
other snitable periods, a speeial train can be
arranged at a convenient time.

ADDRESS-IN-REFLY,
Second Day.

Debate resumed from the 25th July.

HON. C. T'. BAXTER (East) [140]: Be-
tore dealing with the Governor’s Speech,
may 1 add a few words to those alreadv
spoken by My, Fraser as to how pleased wo
are to have vou, Sir, back again, and how
very proud we were of yon and your
specches and your attitude generally in the
Old Country, where you cndeavoured to
further the interests of Western Australia.
We certainly missed you while you were
away, but we now feel that the absence
has been well repnid in the splendid
way in which you furthered the interests
of the State. Many people leaving Western
Australia to visit the 01d Coontry do what
Lhey ean to favourably advertise our State,
There are many ways of deing that, and
vou, Sir, took the correct line in letting the
people of the Old World know exactly what
they hnd to faee on c¢oming here, and also
the manyv inducements offered to them in
mizrate to our shores. T am sure that mem-
hers generally apreciated the very able and
conecise speech made by a young member,
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Mr, Fraser, In this vegard it is to be ve-
cretted that the hon. member should be
conneeted with the party he supports; for
the scope there offered is not very wide for
one who, so far, hus proved very promising.
He is behind the Goverument who, no doubt,
are very unxicus to do what they ean to
further the interests of the State they are
vontrolling: but unfoertunately they rvepre-
sent the wape-earning section, a section nl-
ways on the lookout for increased wages
and beiter eonditions for the workers. |
am sure no member of the Chamber woulil
deny increased wages and better conditions
to the workers, if the workers offered u re-
turn for those advantages. But they do not.
Lvery time an inerease in wages is granted,
the output by the lahour for which that in-
erease is given, is reduced. If we take ihe
Australian worker generally, we find he is far
snperior to most other workers and artisans
on the face of the globe. He could earry a
mueh higher wage if he would use the in-
dividual effort of which he is possessed Lo
earn that wage.

Hon, W. T. {ilasheen:
ment by results do?

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: The hon. member
has put his finger on the eronx of the whole
situation. Pavment hy vesulls is, really,
contraet work, We have that in the shear-
ing industry, and it is verv «atisfactory.
Notwithstaniding that the shearers are paid
a verv high rate for their labour, nobody
heurndges the money they arve earning, be-
eause it iz the individual effort on the pavt
of the shearers that rveturns those wages in
them. Tf we ecould extend the piece-work
svstem to all our industries, the Common-
wealth would be in a far better position
than it is to-day. That is the unfortunate
part of it. Mr. Fraser is behind the party
that stand out in oppnsition to the contract
svstem. Their ohjeet is to secure hicher
wages for the workers. Unfortunately high
wawes are working to the detriment of the
State, which must live by what it produces
and its exportable surplus.

Hon. Sir Bdward Wittenooni: e helon 2=
tu the wrong party.

Hon. . . BAXTER: That is what [
have said.

Haon, J. R. Brown: We do not want nigeer
driving.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: 1 was interested
to note his ability and far-seeing mind when
he said this was the last session of the pre-
sent Government. T do not usually interject

Ilow would pay-

when a member is speaking, but I was so
vlated to note the hon. member's vemarks
that T could not help interjecting on that
oeeasion,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: I hope it
will prove a correct premonition,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: The first referens?
in the Speech is to finanee. It is a refer-
enice and nothing morve. All it says is thai
the finnnces are satistactory.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You do not agree with
that.

llon, . K, BAXTER: They are in an
unhappy position. Either the (Government
do not realise their position or are trying to
mislead us. We were told last session that
the ledger would he squared this session, bu!
unfortunately we are ancther £275,000 odd
to the bad.  There is a reference in the
Specch to the saving brought about through
the Finanevinl Agrcement.

Hon, W, T, Glasheen:
seazen vou know,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It was not so very
bad, or as bad as to justify that result.
What cxeuse will the Government have to
olter this time for the altered position, e=-
pecinlly with reward to the Budget forvecast?
We shall have an opporinnity Iater of deal-
ing with that questton. We note from the
Speech that {he railways are blamed to o
large extent for the shortage of revenuc.
Iisulticient haulage is referred to as another
faetor, It is not snly a question of insuff-
eiont haulage for the railways, but of road
transport ecompetition. The latter is one of
the most vital factors. We are building up a
roml (ransport at a tremendous cost. The
railway system extends to many parts of
the Slate, but side by side with the expen-
diture upon that we are layving out hundred:
of thousands of pounds in Duilding and
maintaining roads for traffic that is in com-
petition with the vailways. The railways
wntst earry <ome of the blame, but the posi-
tion is becoming involved and very worrying.
The tremendous expenditure in Lhe upkeep
of 1oudls mu-<t end in increased taxation.
Twenty vears awn not one-eighth of the
amount was required for road maintenance
as is required to-day, und most of the road
traffic iz in oppositinn to the railwavs, Ave
the railways doing all they can to enconrage
transport over the svstem and to compete
with motor vehicles? T know of many eascs
where they are not doing so—in the Bruce
Rock distriet, for instance. Mr. Yelland

We had a rotten
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put up a series of questions on Thursday,
which were answered by the Chief Secretar:
this afternoon. Some lipht was thrown on
the qucstion hy the answers. The case has
heen in the liands of the representative of
the district for some time. The settlers
feel that they are suffering under great dis-
ahilities, What they are trying to organi-e
now is routd transport for their fat stock to
the Midland Junction markets, I should
like members to know why these people ave
maving in that direction. We cannot say
they have a grudge against the railways,
hut the railways are not meeting the service
as they shonld, Stock owners at Bruee Rock,
or stations to the west, that is at places sueh
as Eujinyn, Yarding, Erikin, Shackleton,
and Kwollyn, who desire to forward fat
stock to Midland .Junetion, are compelled 1o
load the animals before dark ou Mouday.
The stock is picked up at Bruce Rock at 3.53
a.an. on Tuesday. In the first place it is loft
to stand in the trucks at Druee Rork for ten
hones before il is picked np.  Members wi'l
understand it would be rather difault (o
load stock when daylight has vanished. The
stock trucks are then hauled to York, where
they arrive at 210 p.m. on Tuesdav. Th:
animals are then kept there for another 8
honrs, making 18 hours jn all. It is then
cither picked up hy the 9.10 or the 10.30 pom,
train, arriving at Midland Junetion on Wed.
nesday morning. 1t, therefore, takes 40
hours to cover the journey. Members may
think this is a matter of 400 miles, but the
train iileagze helween Midland Junetion and
Bruee Rock is only 160 miles, and it takes
40 hours to traverse,

Hon. Sir Fdward Wittenoom: A sﬁoekin::
businesz,

Hon. €. ¥. BAXTER: Suelh delays must
cause heavy mortality. Tt is not unusnal to
find dead stock in the tracks. The animals
certainly all lose eondition. This kind of
thing must affect the revenue of the State,
and does constitute a hig handicap to stock
owners,

Hon. G. W. Miles: You eannot get prime
beef under those conditions,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That heef i3 never
prime. Tt is wasting o]} the way.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Animals taken hy
motor truck have realised 5: a head more
than those hrought by train.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: On Tuesday morn-
ing a train leaves Pantapin, 32 miles nearer
te Perth than Bruce Rock, but not on the

same line. It leaves at 10.15 on Tuesday
morning and arrives at York at 530 p.um.
The stoek holders at Pantapin bave an ad-
vantage of 32 miles over those who are fur-
ther east. 'Why the railways cannot econnect
up the train leaving Brace Rock on Tuesdax
inorning with the train leaving 32 miles
away is beyond me, more especially when
they know of the road transport eompetition.
The railway authorities should be able to
avoid a sitnation of that sort. The stoc:
train should run as an express. When tra-
velling through the State I often see stoek
{rains held up at different centres for several
hours, The unfortunate animals in the
trucks suffer considerably at times. There
must he something wrong with the system
when that sort of thing is allowed to go on

Hen. Sir Edward Wittenoom: They shou'd
be express trains.

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER : Let me now go out-
zide the Fast Provinge and refer to the South-
West. At Brunswiek, 99 miles from Perth.
stock is received at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday.
The Harvey stock owners, 13 miles nearer
to Perth, have to load np at 11 o'elock on
Tuesday morning. They, therefore, have to
load up hours before the Brunswick people,
although the Iatter are further away from
the imetropolitan market. This applivs fo
other centres except Pinjarra. The stock
awners are obliged to load up at 11 a'clock
on Tuesday morning, and are therefore ut a
disadvantage of 8% hours. When a train
is passing through il should pick up stock
at the same time, The railways were huil’
hy the people for the advantage of the
people, Tf they were run by commereinl
companies no doubt the competition woull
prevent this sort of thing from going on.
The people who have to foot the hill for
the railways should receive econsider-tiou.
More important still is the question of the
preservation of revenne, This ean be hrought
about hy providing good facilities £ the
landing of stack in good order and in rea
cronghle time at the necarest local market,
This would tend to aveid Joss through com.
petition.  In different ecentres the setflers
are working in the direction of securmy
roadl transport for their stork, A mool des?
of this has already heen brought abuut

Hon J, R. Brown: What abont bringine
stock down by acroplane?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: No
neroplanes  will sgon e monopolised
by wmembers of the Tabonr Party
to  scour the constituencies. I hope

doubt
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the Chief Secretary will have these
points inquired into. Surely the railways
can devise a means of bringing stock ovev
say, 160 miles of line in not more than 20
hours. A period of 40 hours is altogether
ridiculons. The Speech then refers to wheat
production. 1t is the very worst Speech T
have listened to since T have represented the
Fast Province There is nothing in it ex-
cept a few statistiea] figures. I am suv-
prised at the Government allowing one
particular reference to find a place in the
document. One might almost eal! the
Speech a speech of despaiv. If savoars of
that to mwe. 1 thought we had passel the
experimental stage in wheat growing nany
vears ago. This, lhowever, is what the
Speech says—

The estimated wheat yield for the 1928.29
season was Hot realised. Tn view, however,
of the lack of sufficient rain in many districts
throughout the growing peried, the actual
result was most encouraging, proving beyond
all possible doubt the suitability of our lands
for wheat growing even in years when the
rainfall iz much below the average.

We are telling the people of the State
as well as those outside the State that we
have ouly just now proved that we ar:
capable of growing wheat. Who on earth was
responsible for =uch u sintement in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech? Surely the year 1914 was
unite sullicient proot that it was possible to
grow wheat with suceess in the older settled
areas in dry periods.  In 1914 we were sup-
posed to have had a dronrht in the agri-
cultural districts, but the old farm landz
vave reasonably good vesnlts. Certai-ly we
wot poor vesults From the newer lanls. but
it was proved bevond doubt that our areas
could withstand dry seasons. Tt makes one
woruler what on earth was in the minus of
those who framed such a Speech. We ¥now
that everything it contains is published
hroadeast. It seems to me that the Govern-
ment realise, as Mr. Fraser said, that the last
=ession was before them and they thoveht it
was no nse hammering on or puitine any-
thing of importance in the Bpeech. As a
matter of fact, the Speeeh contains nishing
at all. The position of the wheat-growing
industry has certainly improved during the
last few weeks, due to the fact that tle
value of wheat has inereased, hut I do hope
that the position as it was up to three or
four weeks ago will be remembered by the
taxpayers of the State, and that thev will
also hear in mind how very importart ths
industry is, not only to Western Australia,
but to Australia generally. We shovld An

our utmost to place the industry on a solid
foundation; we cannot afford to do any-
thing that will have the effect of erhing
it. The main difficulty we are faced with
is the very high eost of production. Thers
are many facts governing that high cost
and we do not appear to be making any
advanee in the direetion of reducing it. One
fact, of course, is hevond onr reach—T refer
to the iniquitous taviff imposed hy the Hede-
ral Govermment. That tartf is having the
effeet of crushing industries generally and
more particularly the wheat industry. 1’rob-
ably what is happening will prove a “varn-
ing to the Comwmonwealth Government and
notice may he taken of the report recently
issned by the Tederal Royal Commission
that we showld go further into the maftey
with a view to bringing about substuntial

veductions in the tariff, so that the
primary industries may have the op-
portunity  of exporting, and in that
way uasdist the revenue of the State.

The State (overnment claim that they have
reduced taxation. While direetly thev may
have done so to a eertain extent, indivectly
taxation has been inerensed.

Hon, ¥. J. Yelland: They reduced tazn-
tion after having inereased it.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: They increased
taxation on the land owners of the Ctate
and now it goes a long wny beyond any
reduetion that may have heen wade. I have
in mimd the Taxation Deparbment’s inorease
in land volues. Tn this conneetion it is
high time that an appeal bosrd way ap
pointed. TLook at the position as it exista
to-day. The Taxation Department have full
vontrol of ineveused values. Tf any ol jec-
tion js raised, a person will be referrcd in
the lueal governing body. But we must not
ovetlook the fact that many of these h-cdies,
for reasons of economy, have adopted the
State Taxation Department’s valuatic» of
properties in theiv distriets.

Hon. ¥, H. Gray: Theu there cannot be
very much wrong with the valuations,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Does the hor.
member say that there cannot be much
wrong with the values assessed by the de-
pariment and handed over to the local
bodies? If the hon. member will be patient
for a moment T will endeavour to explain
what is wrong. Take the case of a land
owner who is not satisfied with the valua-
tion made by the local governing body. He
haz to fight that hody on the question of
the value. Then we find that the Taxation
Department advise the loeal body that they
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are preparnd to sendd a repre~entative alons
to tight the case.

Hon, Wb Mann: Caesar to Caese>,

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: Nothing les:. 1-
that fair! 1s it just! There should he an
#ppeal board appointed. We have an ap-
peal board appeinted by the Federal Gov-
criment, so why on earth should ni the
Bfute alo have an appeal hoard?  Ler us
<p¢ what the methods of the Taxation De-
pavtment  are  in connection  with  valae
fins,  Fimt of all they arve guidd hy
local sales of property, whieh T marntaio
is ridiculous hecanse there are so many
varying faclors to render sueh o valuation
nnjust.

Hon. 5. H. Gray: Would not the local
valuator he gnided in the same way?

ey, C. F. BAXTER : Properties vary so
much, and there are so many factors that
alter the valnes of properties.  Tn addition.
somecne may come along [rom, say, South
Australia where in many  instances  the
values are donble and treble the valies i
Weslern Ausiralia.  That person may pay
£7 or £8 an acre for a property. Does ihat
put up the value of the land to that amonni ?
That i< the hasis adopted hy the depari-
ment.  They then take the visible improve-
ments, sueh as cleaving, feneing, huildings,
ele.  But the most important matter is not
considered 1 refer to the condition of the
land, A good farmer will have his land
in excellent order and il may he worth
pounds per acre more than that of his
peighhour which has been handled  care-
lexsly, perhaps not dressed scienfifically and
rotations  of erops not considered.  How,
then, ean valnes he assesced? | oappeal {o
the Minister 10 place this matter before
the Government, Tt s only reasonable to
have an appesl hoard and it the Govern-
ment are not prepared to appoint une, we
in this House should take steps to make an
investigation into the svstem as it exists
amd prove how  fav-reaching and  unfair
it ix. It may become necessary to appoint
either n Royal Commision or a select com-
niltee with full power to go into the mat-
ter. If such an inquiry were held, I am
convinced that the onicome would he the
appoiniment of an appeal board.  There
are other matters aiferting the value of
wheat, the production of which ix one of
the most important industries of the Com-
monwealth, and should be considered as
such.  But what do we tind!  With the
tremendously high cost of production, the
indusiry is threatened with =erions sethacks.

No one in Australia wanis anything like
that to occur. Although I have always been
strongly opposed to the pranting of boun-
tiex, [ take the attitude now that no harm
vitn tollow by granting a few more, when
perhaps the system will break down of it
own weight. T =ee ne justification what-
cver for the zranting of hountiex to the
sugar and butter indosiries, and not grant-
ing one to the wheat indutry. Let us have
one tor the wheat industry as well, so thart
it shall not have a setback. The bouniyv
on sugar costs the Commonwealth 18s. 4.
per capita, and it benefits ouly a snall sec-
tion of the c¢ommunify.  The hounty on
hutter amounts te s 8. per capita and
il we had one at 6d. tor the wheat indus-
try, which would be more justified than
either of the uther two bounties I have
mentioned, it would coxt 122 Gd. per eapiia.
This figure is hased on a normal harvest
of 180 million bushels, and allowing 33
millions  for home consumption.  This
would mean the stabilivation of the indunstry
and wouldt encourage the investment of
sapital and a preat advancement in whear
producition.  Of course, if we can reduce
the vost of production, there will not he
iy need for a bounty, bt while the pres-
ent position exists, and we eannot veduce
vosts, there is no reason why there should
not be a honnty for wheat produetion as
well as for sugac amd hatter. Tn the Gov-
ernor’s Speeeh there = a seanmty reference
In forestry. 1 note that the iyial reserva-
tion for forestry amounts 1w 2957000
aevex, and vefereice s also made to refovest-
ation in progress. [t would he all right 1if
that area were not fit for agricaltural pur-
poses. aml I was under that impression.
1 find, however, that there ix very little
timber of commercial value on the avea
and a very serious =tate of affairs hos
heen brought about. It hax resulted in
the creation of n new Lands Department
within the Forests Department, in the sen-e
that the TForest= Depariment can arrange
(o lease for agrienttural porposes part of
their reservations, Intemling settlers go to
the Lands Department to ingnive regardine
land  within forest resewvations and are
promptly refervel to the Fovests Depart-
ment, who, I under=tand, ¢an make arrange-
wments to lease aveas of land, Such a thine
was never intended by Parliament according
to my conception of the Forests .\et, any-
low, and it should not he allowed to eon-
tinue. There should be one depurtment
and one only, to handle 21l our land pro-
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positions. [f the iand is not needed Lor
furestry purposes, why not have it trans-
ferred back to the Lands Department and
opened for agricultural purposes? It is
far more bencficial to the State that good
land should be used for agrieultural pur-
puses than for reforestation. There is any
amount of land in thix Siate which is not
gzood enough For agrienlture but  which
could be used for forestry, and there is a
lot of land reserved for forestry  that
shonld no loneer lie itle. [T go further
and =ay that the kavvi country in the South-
West should be taken in hand by the Gov-
ernment, ring-harked without delay, and
allowed to stand for {our or five vears. By
that time it would have sweelened and fives
would elear up a lot of waste timber. Thus
the land could he settled cbeaply and the
progress of settlement facilitated.

Hon, G. W, Miles: What about putling
the memployed on to that work?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It would he a
woorl thing if some of the unemployed were
sent to that part of the State, By the way,
very little space in the (Governor's Speceh
i~ wasted on the unemployed. The Cov-
ernment have overlooked (hose unforiunate
people almust eutirely. However, I do not
wish 1o deal further with that matter. The
preparation of the karvi conntry for seltle-
ment ealls for immediate action on the part
of the Government. We do nol wanl two
departments handling the land; one depart-
ment is quife suflicient for the purpose.
If good agrienltural land is locked up for
fovestry purposes, let it he wnlocked and
put to nse. One very pleasing note in the
Speech—of course, we were all aware of
it—is the advanec made hy the dairying
industry. A certain amount of the advanee
i~ undouhtedly due to group =ettlement.

Hon. W. .J. Mann: The greater poriion
of it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is encouraging
to hear that, for it indicates that growp
settlement is now showing some return Tov
the efforts expended on it. This afiernoon
the Chief Secretary laid on the Table cer-
tain papers dealing with the vevaluation ol
holilings. .\ perusal of those papers shouid
prove interesting. [ look torward tu the
findings of the hoard with full confidenc:
that their recommendations will be sound
and will vesult in group settlement being
established on a firm commereial basis that
will not only prove beneficial to the State
but will ensure success for the people ser-

tled wnder the amended values. The Group
Settlement Board have been confronted
with a dillienlt task and have experienced
many troubles regarding the vuluation of
the Iocks. My experience of Mr. Grogan’s
ability extending over a long period of years
—-he has given the State wonderful service
as an nlbeer of the Agzrieultural Bank —
makes me feel contident that the report and
vitluations nunde by the hoard will ensure
stieeess.  When the board have eoneluded
their valuation duties. | hope that, whai-
ever party i= in power, Mr. Grogan will be
appointed to control the group settlements
and will also be conmected in an exeentive
pasition with the Agrienttoral Bank, The
experience gained by him ns one of the
lwsard responsible For revaluing the gronp
hlocks and his wany yenrs of vuluable sa.-
viee to the Slate eusure that he will have
a poliey juapped out for group settlement.
lle has the ability, amd the Uovernment
~honld not fose an opportunity to make lize
ol the services ol such an elticient officer.

Hon, W. J. Mann: 1le will control the
groups when Lhey come under the Agrieul.
tural Banlk,

Hon. (. F. BAXTER: 1 hope that what
the hon. menber suggests is correet, i
should like to see Mr. Grogan returned lo
stich a position in the Agrienltural Bank.
fle is an officer (hat the State eould ill-
aliord to lose. 11 the groups ave eatrvsied
to his eontrol | feel satisfied they will prove
surcesstul from the point of view of the
State as well as of the =seftlers.  While
speaking of the Agricaltural Bank [ wish
to mention g matter that has coma under
my nolier, s a mewber acting for bis con-
stitnents T have had g good deal to Jdo with
that institntion and 1 lave always been imi-
pressed with its harmonions working, hut
lately something Las occorrail to upset the
harmony that previously existed, What the
trouble is, | do not know, but tl:ere is a lot
of dissatistaetion in the department and an
inquiry ks very necessary. L trustk that the
Chiet Seeretary will take 1 note of my re-
mrks and see what can be dona, I is ant
[aiv to the execative heads that there shoulid
he diseontent in the serviee, hevause hor-
monious working is so necessaty to i3z sat-
isfactory eonduet, Reference has bheen made
to an old friend in the form of a petrsl tax.
This is n subjeet that has eavzced members
concern for some years. Mauny prople seem
ta he of the opinion that it is a very simple
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thing to impose a petrol tax, but [ wish to
point out that great eare wust bz exercised
in framing such a measurz cr apcmalies
will be created that do not exist at present.
First of all, consideration should be given
to those people who use petrol but do not
mitke use of our roads. There should be
some exemption for them. .\gain, we have
people in the back country, far removed
from railway communication, using petrol
service over bush roads, some of them not
made roads but only bush tracks. Those
people ought to be considered. Surely a
petrol tax should not be applied to such
people who never use a made road. T have
merely indigated some of the troubles that
would avise from the imposition of a petrol
tax; there are many others with which 1
shall deal when the proposal is placed be-
fuore us. The Minister for Justice recenlly
foreshadowed the introduetion of another
measure, namely an ameandinent of the Land
Agents Act. Recent dealings in land sug-
aest the need for further legislation, but it
i= very difficult to determine just how far
legislation should go, What we have (o
consider is how {o protect purchasers of land
without interfering with legitimate business
trangactions. ‘The greatest difficulties arise
in conneetion with subdivided cstates. [t
may be advisable to instst upon control of
all subdivided estates by compelling the
vendors to lodge with the Crown o prospec-
tus giving tuoll pavticulars, just as a comw-
papy in course of formation i~ compelled
to do. Then if there wax any deviation
from the prospectus, it could be drasticaliy
lealt with. There have heen many cases—-
one was brought under my notice yesterday
-—in  whielh agents have denied know-
ledge of the actions of their sub-
azents and  have stated that the =ales-
meidt agamst whom  complaints were
made had left the State. Why should
not agents bhe made to shoulder the respon-
sibility for the salesmen they emplov? Tu
the newspapers may he seen advertise nents
to the effeet, “Land salesmen wanted, ox-
perience not necessary.” It is obvious what
such  advevtisewents wean.  Young men
aceept the positions and then go ont and
exploit the people. It is not sufficient that
the agents should be able to deny rewpon-
sibility and state {hat the salesmen have
zone clsewhere. The land has been «old.
the agent has cunjoved a tremendous profit
and the purchasers have heen hoodwinked.
These are matters that should he cons’uered

by the Government, There are two points
on which I should like the Chief Secretary
to give us some information. From time
to time we are confronted with pests that
mititate against the advancement of land
setilement. Two of the pests that need im-
mediate alteution nve the braxy-like disease
in sheep und the red wmite. For something
like ten years (Government officials have
heen endeavouring to combat the braxy-like
disease, determine just what it is and find
a remedy for it. I noticed recently that
one of the departmental otficers stated that
he had discovered the nature of the disease
and its origin. Personally I think it is the
braxy disease from the British Isles, What-
ever it is, it has heen the cause of terrific
wortality amongst sheep, and it is import-
ant that a remedy should be found for it
The red mite, T understand, is confined to
the area along the Great Southern line
and around Kojonup where it is de-
stroying pastuves wholesale, more particu-
larly the clover pastnres. There are set-
tlers in that district who have incurred tre-
mendous expense to lay down large areas
ander elover and the red mite is destroying
the  pastures and has attacked oat
craps, The department under Mr. New-
man has been striving to cope with the
pest, but I should like the Government to
state how far thev are prepared to go in
combatting those pests. The Premier should
approach the Tederal Government for finan-
cial nssistance in the matter.

Hon. II. J. Yelland: There is also the lu-
eorne flea,

Hon C. F. BAXTER : But lucerne is gen-
erally sown in small areas and consequentiy,
T understand, that pest ean to a great ex-
tent be controlled. The red mite, however,
aftacks pastures that cover a tremendous
aren of country.

Hon. W. J. Mann:
ot vet be controlled.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, hut the red
nite is attacking pastures spread over thou-
sands of acres of country, and is therefore
worse than the lucerne flea. I hope the
Minister will bave inauiries made and in-
form the House exuctly what the Govern-
ment propose to do to eradicate those pests.
The Federal Government should be ap-
proached for Ananecial assistance. The Gov-
ernor’s Speeeh really contains so little sub-
stance that it offers only slizht opportunity
for eritieism. T trust that the near future
will prave hriehter as regards wool values,
that the present prospect of a reasonable

The lueerne flea can-
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price for wheat will continue and that the
fuvourable season with its bountiful rains
and warmbth encouraging the growth of
crops and grass, will coutinue and result in
a hountiful harvest for the State. I have
pleasure in supporting the motion.

On motion hy Hon, W, T. Glasheen, de-
kate adjourned.

House adjourned of 5.30 pom,

Acgisiative Basembly,
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The SPEAKER iook the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and vead prayers.

TEMPORARY CHATIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

My, SPEAKER: 1 desire to inform the
House that I have appointed the following
as temporary Chairmen of Committees for
the present session:—3r. E. H. Angelo
{Gascoyne), Mr. G. J. Lambert (Coolgardie)
and Mr. A, H. Panton (Menazies).

QUESTION—WHEAT, BULK
HANDLING.

A, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, Have the committee ap-
pointed by the Government eompleted thsir
inquiry into the question of bulk handling
of prain in Western Australia? 2, When
will the (lovernment make the report avail-
able? 3, Tf the full report is not likely to

be ready in the near future, will the in-
vestigations so far as carried out be made
available to those members of the House
who are keenly interested in the question$

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
rieulture replied: 1, No. 2, The investiga-
tions have not reached the stage when the
information available will be interesting to
members of the House.

QUESTION—CATTLE, EXPORTS TO
JAVA,

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1, In view of the eable from
Weltevreden, Java, published in the **Daily
News’’ of the 4th June, 1929, stating **Cat-
tle for Java. Unfrustworthy certificates.
W.A. Imposts banned. The Duteh East
Indian Director for Agrieulture has pro-
hibited the imporfation of Australian cattle
in consequence of lung disease, and West-
ern Awustralian ccrtificates have officially
heen denounced as untrustworthy, ' has any
aetion been taken to prove or disprove this
alarming and damaging statement ahout onr
Stoek Department? 2, 1f no action has been
taken, does he intend the statement to go
nnchallenged, and have no steps laken to
remedy the position, should it be as the
Duteh authorities have stated?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
riculture replied: 1, Yes, 2, Answered hy
No. 1. .

QUESTIONS (2)-—-RAILWAYS.
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook,

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: In
view of the serious problem of unemploy-
ment confronting the State, and as it is
hoperative that transport facilities be pro-
vided in the interests of settlers {o enable
them properly to develop their holdings, i<
it possible for the Government to anticipate
the Loan Estimates and immediately start
the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook suthorised
railway, thus providing work for men and a
long promised necessity for the settlers?

The PREMIER replied: Having regard
to the number of works required, it is oot
possible to anticipate the Losn Estimates
for any particular work. I have already ar-
ranged to receive a deputation with regard
to thig railway.



